Newsletter published 3 times a year for the
members, benefactors, friends and families of
the Sisters of Holy Cross, U.S. Region.

Thank You

By Sister Carol Descoteaux. CSC

Dear Family, Friends, and Benefactors,

e again we find ourselves at the beginning
a New Year! We know, from our recen
lebration of Christmas, that the Promise
ne is with us as we enter a new decade.
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As we open our hearts and minds to Tthe newi [

n
lies ahead . . . , this is also a time for looking bagk
J
Y

with gratitude at all the good that came about durin
the past year. High on that list for the Sisters of Ho
Cross is the great generosity of our family, friends,|arglr . Betty Roy (Principal of S

; Carol Descoteaux (Regional Animator).
benefactors. We want to express our deep gratltUdErltw%nks to your generosity, the Sisters of Holy Cross yere

you for your continued support of all our efforts to liM@je to provide the funds for the new PKeroom at St.
out the Mission of Christ as Sisters of Holy CrossonbBenedi ct is Academy in Manche:

half of those we are called to serve each day.

= As you know, in these times, the needs are greater than

| eveil be they among the children and youth in our
schools; the faithful to whom we minister in our parishes;
the poor and the Tnew poori
downturn; the growing immigrant population seeking our
help with the cultural integration process and, last but not
least, our Mother, Earth, who counts on our care and pro-
tection of the environment.
the day. By your generosity, you are partners with us, in a
sense, ministering to Godfs

Once again, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts
;for y@uih genegreus sypportg Aspwe emprage dhisfNew i'eafhy |
2010 may the joy and hope of the Promised One, Jesus,
abide in us and in all we do to help enhance God




From the Desk of

Jacqueline Brodeur, CSC
Development Director

-rhe New Year is still young enough to wish )
and your families a year of peace, happir
and good health. Actually, in these hard time
feel compelled to also wish you courage and d
faith in our God who knows our needs.

Again, | know not how to express my ap

preciation for all your support through the yes
Despite the economical struggles of 2009,
continued to support and encourage us in wj
and in deed. The Ministry and Retirement fu
have grown and many projects have been bro
to completion. Your caring has gifted us with

newed energy and hope for a brighter tomorrow.

The present issue of TA-CROSS hopq
to bring you down 1 mg
light a fine group of lay men and women who
sisted us long before the Development Office
born. Their accomplishments continue to give
ness to their determination, generosity and pe

verance. You will find another feature story the
reveals the creativity and kindness of our de

cated staff at Holy Cross Health Center and S
George Manor.

Because words can never suffice to exp
our gratitude, we offer you our prayerful supg
throughout the year. It is with great fervor that t
sisters join together in a special way for the M
that is celebrated for your intentions on the 96
day of each month. May our prayers on your
half bring much light into your lives! Thank y
for the glow that you have added to our days!

God Bless Youl!

Sister Jackie
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A Journey Through Time)

By Sr. Pauline Morneau, csc

-I'here are aspects of our Holy Cross History that tod of-
ten lie hidden in the massive accumulation of our arghi-

val material . . . Reminiscing is an essential part of life that
calls us to step back into what seems to be a more sefene
time.

I n the early 1960fAs Sr. L en
Alma from Massachusetts had a dream that they shared
with other resourceful women. It entailed gathering a gfoup
of people who would be willing to bond together for a cam-
mon cause in view of assisting the Sisters of Holy Crogs to
one day have their own infirmary and cemetery. (At that
time, it was customary to transport the sick as well as|the
deceased to Canada. This was very difficult for the sisters
and for their families and friends.)

Sister Lena contacted a former student, Ms. Pauline Lavoie
and her friend and convinced them to make this dream a
reality. It took but a few years to realize that yearly d[.?es
would never suffice to meet their goal! Pauline suggested

Bingo! Her resourcefulness and charm even convincef the
owner of Bedford Grove Rollaway to close on Tuesdayg and
donate the evening for a Bingo session. Sister Celestg Coll
would gather some sisters in her van and with willing h@nds
they prepared the rink every Tuesday afternoon.

In 1973, the group made plans to build a hall behind [St.
George Manor to accommodate the growing crowd. Padline,
with Sisters Celeste and Rena Gagnon, expedited the @pen-
ing date by putting up ceiling tiles, painting and cleaning.
The threesome could be found there every Tuesday evening
seeing to the proper functioning of the kitchen.

In 1977, Miss Pauline Lavoie was elected President offthe
Holy Cross Alliance. Sr. Celeste became ill around thisjtime
so Sr. Rena took charge of the kitchen. Together, Sr. Rena
and Pauline saw to the shopping for food and drinks. Pgople
from different parishes took charge on alternate wegks;
some chose to come every week! During this time, Papline

Lavoie kept the 1Soci al | uk
peopl eid who knew how to nj
talents. The membersin duels p




which consisted of a sit down dinner, presentation
check to the Provincial Superior and time for entert
ment or dancing. Thick albums of pictures still tes
to the generosity and good times had by so many (¢
ing individuals.

One fine day, after long hours of decorating the hj
Sr. Rena and Pauline went to lunch at the Manor. T
returned to the hall only to discover that the who
stage had dropped down. Providentially, no one was
the stage to fall into the six foot sinkole. Wonders
never ceaseit he ki nd pastor d

allowed the use of his parish hall. During the six we
of repair, our bingo players stayed on and member
Hedwi gis

St . joined our
Once again
the hall
was to be
prepared
for the

re

Sr.
B~ : 1R e n a
climbed the ladder to secure the balloons only to fi
herself on the floor with a dislocated shoulder. She
rushed to the hospital and missed out on all the fe
tivities! She healed well and continued to climb!

St

Pauline worked on behalf of the Sisters of Holy Cr
from March, 1963 through July 28, 1996 and servs
as President of Holy Cross Alliance from 1977 ur
1996. During her leadership years, the sisters recei
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feft ®the sidtbesgd Wi giils Chur ch

D Sr. Lorraine Paille receiving check fro
Pauline Lavoie.
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club!
Does anyone ever accomplish a great deed witha
dose of pain and suffering? Pauline was not to
spared as she faced the many challenges of orga
tion and the task of keeping everyone happy. Wc
cannot suffice to express the gratitude we owe to
integrity, generosity and goodness of Pauline and ¢
the faithful Holy Cross Alliance Members. Though
years have passed, the memories abide . . . Rev
these memories calls us to renewed gratitude and
preciation of those who gave so much without col
ing the cost.

nd

vasn added note of interest: Sr. Celeste Coll died on

psvery day that the Holy Cross Alliance was officially
minated, that is July 28, 1996.

pskhe former bingo hall is now Holy Cross Center w
dour annual fair and multiple gatherings are held.
tibll who enter Holy Cross Center utter a silent praye
vetlanks.

ut a
be
niza-

rds
the
f all
the
iving
ap-
int-

the
ter-

here
viay
r of

Sr. Yvette Comtois, CSC
Sister Mary Evelyn of the Cross
April 16, 1923 1 June 25, 2009

Newmarket, Somersworth, Suncook, Rochester
Nashua, NH. From 1973 to 1998 Sister Yvette assi
her family in Baltic, CT and served the local parish
Eucharistic Minister and a visitor to the skios. She w

and
sted
as a
as

@81 Sr. Yvette was born in North Grosvenortransferred to Holy Cross Health Center in 1998. Sister

and Junior High in Springfield, MA; Groton, CT; and

peace

donations of

Our sincere thank you to Jacques Flower Shop of Manchester, NH for t

heir

fl owe6038-626-6165 t he |si st er si

|dale, CT, and entered the Sisters of Holyvette will be remembered for her dedication and her
Cross in 1945. She taught middle gradegreat love of Our Lady of Compassion. May she rest in

wakes



